


Kentucky Library Association Bulletin 





Volume 18 








MAY, 1954 


! 


Everett Allen, of Homeplace, knows bookmobile effectiveness. 


Number 1 


Courtesy Courier-Journal 


“The Kentucky Gookmobile Project 


The primary objective of the 
Kentucky Bookmobile Project is to 
bring free public library service to 
people in Kentucky who do not 
now have it. Eighty percent of Ken- 
tuckians in our rural counties are in 
this grevious condition. 

We do not claim that 100 book- 
mobiles will bring “free public li- 
brary service” in the total sense of 
that phrase to their clients. Nor do 
we claim that bookmobiles_ will 
eradicate the terrible blight of illit- 
eracy in Kentucky. What we do 
claim is that 100 bookmobiles will 


by Mrs. Barry Bingham 


increase the circulation of books in 
our state by 158 per cent. 


A committee has prepared an ap- 
peal for $150,000.00 to set up a five- 
year course of workshops for in- 
service training of bookmobile li- 
brarian-drivers. This proposal will 
go out to one of the Foundations, 
and if the Foundation staff ap- 
proves the plans, the required sup- 
port will be given. 


Today our balance sheet stands 
like this: We have 
pledges and money on hand to buy 


something 


87 of the 100 bookmobiles, (with 
books) which we set out to get, and 
the other 13 are, I think, not too far 
away. This brings me to the last 
item on our agenda: a request for a 
$200,000.00 appropriation from the 
next legislature which we : shall 
need to buy additional books and to 
administer the program. 

With your help, I think the book- 
mobiles will carry us more than 
half way on the road toward full, 
complete and comprehensive free 
public library service for all the 
people of Kentucky. 
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Letter From Whe President 


1954 is a year which I sincerely 
hope will be remembered as one of 
feverish activity for the Bookmo- 
bile Project and for library exten- 
sion in general on the part of every 
Kentucky librarian. We cannot suc- 
ceed without such _ cooperation. 
Those who have helped already and 
who continue to help deserve a 
place among the immortals. For 
those who have not, there is still 
time to join the parade. The real 
pull has just begun; the need for 
tenacity and faith in the ultimate 
outcome is greater than ever. Ihave 
seen librarians and citizens work- 
ing together, accomplishing near 
miracles in the past few years. Let 
no one say that Kentucky librari- 
ans are an ineffectual lot; they are 
going to surprise everyone, includ- 
ing themselves. 

The Bookmobile Project has 
started in high, with donations for 
99 bookmobiles in the bag. The 
State appropriation, though consid- 
erably less than was requested, is 
actually unprecedented in Ken- 
tucky. The $315,000 appropriated 
for 1954 and 1955 is obviously far 
from an adequate amount for state 
aid and bookmobile service to 120 
counties, but those who may favor 
throwing in the sponge ahead of 
time will do so without reckoning 
on the resourcefulness and the de- 
termined efforts of the local com- 
munities themselves. It is in these 
communities that we can do the 
most good. We can help as individ- 
uals by organizing parties which 
will go to Frankfort over a week- 
end and process books }!aced on an 


assembly line. We can woo our of- 
ficials of the fiscal court — holders 
of the local purse strings. We can 
function as active participants of 
Friends of Kentucky Libraries. Be- 
fore the year is up, this amazingly 
effective organization should have 
at least 5000 members ready to go 
to bat for better state appropria- 
tions for the years following 1955. 
If each of us would recruit 5 
“Friends,” this goal would soon be 
reached. 

Some librarians, working hard in 
public or school libraries which are 
inadequately supported, will natur- 
ally wonder why they should give 
their personal time to another pro- 
ject, when their own library needs 
so much improvement and atten- 
tion. The answer, I believe, is that 
local library situations are bound 
to improve as state aid improves 
and general standards rise. Officials 
are usually sensitive to public opin- 
ion. Once aroused, these gentlemen 
will work for local libraries of all 
kinds. 

It is a truism to point out that 
the economic level of a community 
varies in direct proportion to its ed- 
ucational level. Libraries and book- 


mobiles can and will raise the edu- 
cational and therefore the economic 
level of local communities. It is al- 
so good for libraries to work with 
the Kentucky Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Jaycees to help bring 
new industries to areas: needing 
them. With the advent of more 
money from this source, more sup- 
port for libraries should be forth- 
coming. 

This year the newly formed 
K.L.A. Public Relations Committee 
will prepare a circular publicizing 
the basic library needs of a com- 
munity, and the K.L. A. Committee 
for Recruitment of Librarians is 
trying to make it possible for a stu- 
dent to receive free library training 
in return for work as a “demonstra- 
tion librarian” on a_ bookmobile. 
The more scholarships obtained for 
demonstration librarians, the better 
will be Kentucky’s chances to have 
a successful Bookmobile Project. 

The soundness of all library ex- 
tension in Kentucky will depend 
eventually on us. Our thoughts, our 
ideas and our work are important 
not only for us but for all Kentuc- 
kians. 

Margaret Willis 
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Buy Your Spring Juveniles 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 


and 
Expect More Circulations 


We Furnish Any Book From Any 
Publisher Prebound 


Catalogs on Request 


NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, INC. 


Jacksonville, Ilinois 
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Directors: Roscoe Pierson, Lawrence S. Thompson, Mrs. Maxire 
Perrine, Sara Winstead 

Past President: Jacqueline Bull 

Ex-officio: Frances Jane Porter 


COMMITTEES (first-named is cha’rman in every case) 
Legislative: Virginia Hayes, Mrs. Kenneth Elliott 
Membership: Louis Galloway 
Public Relations: Florinne Kammerer, Elizabeth Hanson, Margaret 
Lavin 
Auditing: Mary June Alton, Jean Hess, Grace Lothman 
Recruitment: Joyce Crutchfield, Nancy O’Hare, Louise Wallace 
State Board for Certification of Librarians: Margie Helm, Virginia 
Hayes, Mrs. Lonnie Lovan, Margaret Lavin, Mr. E. C. Farmer, 
Mrs. James C. Cantrill, Frances Jane Porter (ex-officio) 


Intellectual Freedom: Mary Floyd, Mrs. Frederick Faust, Ralph 
Shoemaker 


K.L.A. Bulletin: Martha Jane Livesay, Emily V. Smith, Mrs. Edna 
Miller 


SECTIONS 
College and Reference Section: Sara Tyler, Cleo Stamper 
Junior Members Section: Betty H. Fraysure, Linda Stephens 
School Librarians Section: Mrs. Harry W. Paxton 
Special Libraries Section: Marian Veath, Ralph Shoemaker, 
Jewell Rau 


Public Librarians Section: Edward R. Dax, Herbert Bushelman 


1954 CONVENTION 


Program: Laura Kersey, Mary Watson, Katherine Fort 

Arrangements: Margaret Gilligan, Catherine Bush, Garnet Masden 

Registration: Clara Behrens, Mrs. Sarah Diefenbach, Grace Loth- 
man 

Decorations: Ella C. Warren, Mrs. Margaret Ripley, May Dearing, 
Mrs. Anna Diecks, Frances Fleming, Mrs. Helen Koch 

Convention Exhibits: Elizabeth Hanson 

Library Extension Division: Frances Jane Porter 

State School Library Consultant: Louise Galloway 

Joint K.L.A. and K.P.A. Committee for the Encouragement of M:- 
crofilming of Newspapers by their Publishers: Edward R. Dax. 





Off The Record 


with Wayne Hartwell 


Overseas libraries began from 
collections of books sent to Ameri- 
can G. I.’s and left by them in the 
countries in which they served. The 
military turned these over to the 
embassies as the State Department 
formed the United States Informa- 
tion Service and organized libraries 
under each one. In India, following 
upon the organization of such a li- 
brary by Flora B. Ludington in 
Bombay, duties covered all phases 
of professional work, but those of a 
non-professional nature were often 
most important since the sample 
American ‘had always to be an au- 
thority on things American. Though 
one might encounter difficulty in 
the examination for admission, bad 
1 conditions, such as monsoons, 
vatism of the old-line 

2, budget limitations, 


nd stance from Washington 
(n g for difficulty in the ex- 
treme at times), there are many 


satisfactions in building a public 
appreciation for the United States. 
Through the movies, the press, the 
president and congressional action 
and investigation, America makes 
an impact on foreign countries; by 
actually being in the country, as a 
librarian, one has the opportunity 
to exert some influence toward 
making that impact’ a creditable 
one. 








Kentucky Librarians: 


commendations of book selecting organizations indicated. 


Also, available on request: 


HUNTTING’S MONTHLY LIST 





29 Worthington Street 





To do the best job for your library, you need a copy of HUNTTING’S STANDARD JUVENILE 
CATALOGUE which includes over 6,000 titles offered in four styles of bindings, with helpful 


If you are not already on our mailing list, send for your copy today. 


HUNTTING’S CATALOG of NEW JUVENILES 


An annotated list, issued each Spring and Fall 


Includes, with comments, current Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction 


THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 


Springfield 3, Mass. 
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Bookmobiles - Generally Speaking 


Summary o f 
Miss Kee’s Speech 


I have been asked to talk about 
the Status and Trends of Bookmo- 
bile Service and no where in the 
U. S. today is the subject more 
timely. The whole nation is watch- 
ing the people of Kentucky, work- 
ing under the leadership of a group 
of dedicated citizens, who are sup- 
porting the campaign for bookmo- 
biles — bookmobiles to give every 
man, woman and child in the State 
a chance to read good books. 

100 bookmobiles in Kentucky! 
This will bring up the count to over 
800 in the U. S. — this count does 
not include small trucks, book 
boats, jeeps, station wagons and the 
like that are used for delivering 
books from the central library to lo- 
cations in outlying areas. 

This brings up the question — 
what is a bookmobile. For one 
thing, a bookmobile is a curiosity. 
In the isolated areas of the Missouri 
Ozark region, as well as in the best 
kind of farm lands of the river, I 
have been greeted with such ques- 
tions as “What’s this — you selling 
books?” “Did you ford the river in 


this thing?” (We did). “What kind 
of books you got—just for the kids, 
I reckon?” “Who pays for this?” 

A bookmobile is usually referred 
to as a library on wheels, and we 
all know the librarian is the cen- 
tral ingredient in any good library 
—whether it be in a building or on 
wheels. The books on the truck are 
not just a collection of lifeless ob- 
jects but a group of ideas and 
thoughts waiting to be kindled into 
action when they come into contact 
with human minds. When a librari- 
an suggests a book to a prospective 
reader (as she often does on the 
bookmobile) it is as though she had 
brought together in her home two 
persons whom she believed would 
have something in common, some 
sympathy to share, some mutual in- 
terest, need or problem. This is 
what happens when librarians in- 
troduce a reader to an author. 

The bookmobile is not only a cur- 
iosity piece and a library on wheels 
but it must be noted that it is an 
arm of a public library system. It 
cannot be the whole system. It is 
an instrument of distribution — it 
can and should serve certain pur- 
poses but should not be considered 
the answer to all needs in extend- 
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ing the services of public libraries. 
Time will not permit me to elabor- 
ate on this point, and I can no more 
than mention the types of bookmo- 
biles in operation in the U. S. today. 

1. There are large, 1% or 2 ton 
trucks fitted with shelves for sev- 
eral thousand books and staffed 
with a driver and two or more li- 
itrarians — used in urban areas and 
counties where population is dense 
and roads are paved — often refer- 
red to asa Traveling Branch. Some- 
times a truck-pulled house trailer 
serves as a mobile Branch Library. 

2. There are a larger number of 
similar but smaller units made to 
travel over country roads in all 
kinds of weather, staffed with a 
driver and a librarian, making the 
rounds about once a month to com- 
munity centers and rural schools. 
This is the typical bookmobile used 
in county and regional libraries. 

3. Then there are special built 
trucks which are used to deliver 
books to individuals, to deposit sta- 
tions, to branch libraries, and to 
schools. Usually collections are 
made up at the Central library. The 
driver is not responsible for know- 
ing any more about his cargo than 
simply how to read the labels on 
the packages. This delivery service 
has a good purpose, is useful and 
is important, but it cannot be call- 
ed bookmobile service. 

Although the precise program of 
library extension in Kentucky will 
depend upon many different fac- 
tors, you are in the excellent posi- 
tion of being able to benefit by the 
trials, errors, failures and successes 
of the states that have started ear- 
lier. A sound State library exten- 
sion program, in which to put to 
work effectively the 100 bookmo- 
biles, cannot be provided overnight 
—such an organization must grow 
and gather its strength and effec- 
tiveness stage by stage. In addition 
to bookmobiles and books, it takes 
planning. It takes understanding on 
the part of the people; it takes li- 
brarians; it takes money. The steam 
is up in Kentucky. A wonderful 
start has been made. 

In closing, I want to offer again 
the services of the Headquarters 
staff of the American Library As- 
sociation in any possible way you 
may think we can be of assistance 
to you in the mammoth library pro- 
gram in which you are engaged. 
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Memo From KLA Teummas Report For The Year 
Mr. Schacter Ending November 10, 1953 


A $40,000 budget has been estab- 





lished and 89 bookmobiles, with a Balance on hand September 8, 1952 $1266.45 
total value of over $300,000, have : 

been contributed. Pledges of local Receipts: 

support have been made and are Bulletin 635.00 

expected. Before the election, can- Membership 376.00 

didates for the State Legislature Convention 880.92 


were interviewed and promises of 


Bookmobile Project 553.50 
support secured. Aid has been re- : 
quested from the Ford Foundation, Total receipts 2445.42 
with good prospect of its being Disbursements: 
granted, for training of librarians Bulletin 410.44 
for bookmobiles. Gratifying results Convention 890.83 
of the bookmobile drive are: in- : 
i Directory 182.74 
creasing awareness of the people of 
Kentucky of the importance of li- General — 137.71 
braries; closing of the gap between Bookmobile project 1053.50 
the business and professional com- State tax (’52 & ’53) i 2.34 
munities; the return of self-reliance Total disbursements 2677.56 
to local communities. . Wet tan 232.14 
Success depends upon persuading Balance on hand November 10, 1953 $1034.31 
communities to support library ser- 
vice by bookmobiles and persuad- Signed by: Barbara S. Moody 
ing the legislature to appropriate Treasurer 


its share of the necessary money. 


All of this calls for militancy on Life Membership Fund 
the part of librarians, who ordinari- 


ly take pride in doing jobs them- Balance on hand September 8, 1952 $281.92 
selves rather than battling for their Interest accrued 12.88 
rights. 

Balance on hand November 10, 1953 $294.80 


Poet — And 
Library Friend 
Anyone who knows Mary Bel- 


knap Gray is not surprised at her SEVEN FIRST GRADES 


new book of poems. Though frail SS 

and quiet in appearance, she is ac- IN ONE SCHOOL ! 
tually full of the exuberance of liv- enn 

ing, the sensitivities of an artist, 


the generosities of a dreamer and ‘ 8 ' ‘ 
the perception of a social reformer. Most every community 1S confronted with much the 


Her poetry is sincere, direct and 
unadorned. Partly reflective, partly 
humorous, it is also replete with the 
sights and smells and feelings of 
familiar things around her. It is 


good poetry, which is the expres- 
sion of a yelredhing talent end on We have beaucoup of these as low as 83c 


exceptional woman. in PARAGON BINDINGS. 


It is characteristic of Mrs. Gray 
that she has decided to give the 
money obtained from the sale of 


this book to the Bookmobile Pro- DON R. PHILLIPS 


ject. All Kentucky libraries should 
have The New Environment and PARAGON BINDINGS 
Other Poems by Mary Belknap 
Gray. P. O. BOX 57 

(Order from Mrs. Russell Hous- VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
ton, Jr., 2156 Sherwood Avenue, 
Louisville. $1.50 per copy.) 








same problem in supplying Easy Books for the first 


3 grades. Write for our new lists. 
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Minutes of the 43rd Aunual Meeting - Berea, 1953 


FIRST GENERAL SESSION 

The first general session of the 
Kentucky Library Association was 
held in Gray Auditorium of Berea 
College at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, 
November 12, 1953. After an organ 
prelude by Mr. William Leach, Be- 
rea College Student, the meeting 
was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Bull. 


Telegrams were read from Miss 
Flora B. Ludington, President of 
the American Library Association, 
and Mr. Leslie I. Poste and a note 
from Miss Margaret I. King. A vis- 
iting librarian from Chile, Mrs. Ba- 
rosso, was introduced. 


Miss Janice Kee, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Public Library Di- 
vision of the American Library As- 
sociation, extended greetings from 
the Association and spoke on the 
“Status and Trends of Bookmobile 
Library Service in the United 
States”, and Mrs. Barry Bingham 


described the “Pattern of Organiza- 
tion and Objectives of the Ken- 
tucky Bookmobile Project.” 


SECOND GENERAL SESSION 

Miss Margaret Willis, First Vice- 
President, opened the second gener- 
al session of the Kentucky Library 
Association in Union Chapel of Be- 
rea College at 2:30 P.M. on Friday, 
November 13, 1953 by reading a tel- 
egram from Miss Azile Wofford. 

Miss Lucile Nix, Chief Library 
Consultant, Georgia State Depart- 
ment of Education, surveyed 
“Bookmobile Library Service as It 
Operates in a Rural Southern 
State”, and Mr. Harry Schacter, 
Member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Kentucky Bookmobile 
Project, paid tribute to Mrs. George 
H. Gray and other pioneers of the 
Kentucky Bookmobile Project and 
outlined the accomplishments and 
plans of this endeavor in his ad- 
dress, “So That All May Read.” 


During the question period, Mr. 
Dax asked about ways to arouse 
community interest in operating a 


bookmobile and was instructed by 
Mr. Schacter to write to Dr. Brown 
of the state-wide organization for 
detailed information. 


Dr. Humeston cautioned the 
weeding committee to exercise care 
not to destroy anything which 
might be of value. 


Acknowledgment was made of 
the accomplishments of Miss Caro- 
lyn Whitenack as Bulletin editor 
for two years, Secretary of K.L.A., 
and President of the Kentucky As- 
sociation of School Librarians. Re- 
gret was expressed that new work 
is taking her away from Kentucky. 


BANQUET 


Miss Elizabeth Gilbert, Chairman 
of the Arrangements Committee, 
presided over the banquet, which 
was held in the dining room of 
Boone Tavern at 7 P.M. on Friday, 
November 13, 1953. A short marim- 
ba concert by Miss Mary Anders, 
Instructor in Music, Berea College, 
accompanied on the piano by a stu- 
dent, Miss Maxine Taylor, was fol- 
lowed by an address, “American 
Libraries in the International 
Scene,” by Mr. Wayne M. Hartwell, 
Librarian of the Editorial Depart- 
ment, F. E. Compton and Company. 


THIRD GENERAL SESSION 


The third general session of the 
Kentucky Library Association was 
held in Union Chapel of Berea. Col- 
lege at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, No- 
vember 14, 1953, Dr. Jacqueline 
Bull, President, in the chair. 


After Dr. Bull read a letter from 
Mr. Richard T. Hougen of Boone 
Tavern inviting the association to 
meet in Berea again, reports of the 
Treasurer and Auditing Committee 
were read and approved. 


Miss Margaret Willis, First Vice 
President and Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, reported a 


gain for the year of 106 new mem-° 


bers, bringing the total to 387, with 
50 counties still unrepresented. 


Since the Legislative Committee ' 


had no report, Miss Rezina Senter 
was requested to review the find- 
ings of the Committee on Intellec- 


tual Freedom and Miss Betsy 
Brown to report on the K.L. A. 
BULLETIN’S accomplishments for 
the year. 


Information concerning their ac- 
tivities was given by Miss Louise 
Galloway, Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, Miss Margie Helm, Chair- 
man of the State Board for the Cer- 
tification of Librarians, Miss Fran- 
ces Jane Porter, Director of the Li- 
brary Extension Division and Co- 
ordinator of Federal Relations, and 
Dr. Jacqueline Bull, President. 

Miss Evelyn J. Schnieder, Chair- 
man of the Nominating Committee, 
then presented the slate for elec- 
tion. Miss Edna Grauman’s motion 
that nominations be closed and the 
secretary be instructed to cast one 
ballot for slate as presented was 
seconded and passed. The following 
are the new officers: President, 
Miss Margaret Willis; First. Vice 
President, Miss Louise Galloway; 
Second Vice President, Mrs. R. L. 
Marshall; Secretary, Miss Ione 
Chapman; Members of the Board, 
Mrs. Maxine Perrine, Miss Sara 
Winstead, Dr. Lawrence S. Thomp- 
son, and Mr. Roscoe Pierson. Miss 
Louise Galloway suggested that fu- 
ture nominating committees offer 
two candidates for each office. 

Mrs. Hammond Dugan spoke of 
the expense of travel to board, 
Bookmobile Committee, and other 
meetings incurred by officers of the 
Kentucky Library Association and 
moved that establishment of a trav- 
el fund be considered by the new 
directors. The motion was seconded 
and passed. 

Miss Elizabeth Hanson’s motion 
that appreciation be shown to Be- 
rea College by a donation of $25.00 
to the school fund was seconded 
and passed. 

After reading the report of the 
Resolutions Committee, Miss Floyd, 
Chairman, made a motion that it be 
adopted, which was seconded and 
passed. 

Dr. Bull then gave the chair to 
her successor, Miss Margaret Willis, 
who, after a few words of greeting, 
adjourned the meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Katherine W. Lewis 


Acting Secretary 
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Library Extension 


The year 1952-3 has truly been 
one of “alarums and excursions” for 
the Library Extension 
Shortly after the close of last year’s 
K.L.A. Conference, Mr. Harry W. 
Schacter produced his plan for a 
campaign to provide 100 bookmo- 


Division. 


biles to carry reading materials to 
book-hungry Kentuckians who do 
not now enjoy the privilege of li- 
brary service. 

Although the plan is breath-tak- 
ing in scope, it is evident that Ken-- 
tuckians have not lost the bold pi- 
oneering spirit which inspired ovr 
forefathers to hew a path through 
the wilderness and establish resi- 
dence in the “dark and bloody 
ground.” The Project has so far 
been successful beyond our wildest 
imaginings and we believe that the 
future is full of hope for a truly 
new type of library service in Ken- 
tucky. 

1953 is also the year of the big 
upheavel. We finally moved our li- 
brary from the cramped quarters 


in the Old Capitol to our new lo- 
cation on the second floor of the 
State Office Building. Although we 
actually gained only about 1300 
square feet, our present quarters 
are much more comfortable and 
certainly more attractive, and we 
have hope of being allocated addi- 
tional space during the coming 


year. It was no easy task to move 
51,000 volumes, but we made it, 
with no casualties beyond minor 
frustrations and the inevitable con- 
fusion. attendant upon such an un- 
dertaking. The latch string is now 
open, and we love having company. 
We have had the pleasure of two 
groups of visitors recently — Miss 
Trower brought her library club 
from the Lafayette High School on 
an inspection tour, and we have 
been host to a pre-conference work- 
shop for public librarians, with 
some 20 persons attending. 

In this second year of our state- 
aid program, the sum of $60,000 was 
allocated to the 37 counties which 
qualified for grants-in-aid. New li- 
braries are to be established in four 
counties — Adair, Grant, Johnson 
and Pendleton. The libraries which 
opened last year with state aid 
funds are reporting remarkable 
progress, with increasing local in- 
terest and support. 

We now have 12 bookmobiles in 
operation in Kentucky. Of these, 
seven were presented by Mrs. Gray 
through the Friends of Kentucky 
Libraries. Knox, Bath and Letcher 
Counties purchased mobile libraries 
with their state aid funds, and two 
units provided by the Bookmobile 
Project are in operation in Nelson 
and Whitley Counties. 

Office activities of the Extension 
Division during 1952-3 include the 
following: Books and pamphlets 
loaned: 32,662; reference questions 
answered: 28,488; traveling libraries 
loaned: 539; libraries visited: 55. 

Francis Jane Porter, Director 


Certi fication O f 
Librarians 


The State Board for the Certifi- 
cation of Librarians is keenly int- 
erested in the in-service program 
which will be inaugurated next 
year for the training of the book- 
mobile librarian-drivers under the 
direction of the Library Extension 
Division. It is hoped that eventu- 
ally courses with credit leading to 
certification may be offered at the 
work-shops for the librarian-drivers 
and also for librarians of the small 
libraries now in positions who wish 
to renew their certificates or to at- 
tain one of a higher rank. Those 
who are qualified will of course be 
encouraged to take work in Library 
Science Department of the colleges 
or the University. The workshops 


will probably be regional and be 
held on college campuses within 
the region. 

For those who need to renew 
their certificates or to receive new 
certificates attendance in college 
and in departments of Library 
Science is recommended. Tran- 
scripts of such credits should be 
sent to the Certification Board at 
the Library Extension Office, 
Frankfort. It is possible that exam- 
inations may be offered next year 
by the Certification Board, for per- 
sons who are unable to meet tech- 
nical requirements for’ certification, 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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My native state of Georgia, like 
your own state of Kentucky, has a 


population that is still more than 


one-half rural. Remarkable progress 
has been made in our efforts to ex- 
tend library service to these rural 


people, but we still have a long 
way to go. This extension of library 
service through bookmobiles has 
been a challenging and satisfying 
experience, but by no means an 
easy task for anyone, because many 
of Georgia’s 159 counties are not 
only small in terms of area and 
population, but are all greatly lim- 
ited in local financial resources for 
the support of public services, in- 
cluding libraries. The idea of get- 
ting a bookmobile purchased has 
proved to be an easier selling point 
than finding the public funds neces- 
sary for keeping a bookmobile ade- 
quately staffed, stocked and re- 
stocked, with suitable books and 
kept on the road regularly twelve 
months in the year. Possession of a 
bookmobile is quite a different mat- 
ter from keeping that bookmobile 
in operation from the day of its 
purchase to the time when it is 
turned in on a new and better mod- 
el some five to ten years later. 
Bookmobiles cost, but they pay off 
eventually in wrms of better in- 
formed, and ha ,ni-r, good citizens. 
Getting the taxpayer to see that 
this is true becomes the real crux 
of the problem. 


The first impetus to bookmobile 
service in Georgia came during the 
W.P.A. The old state Library Com- 
mission, whose functions were 
transferred to the State Depart- 
ment of Education in 1943, under 
the capable leadership of its Execu- 
tive Secretary, saw in this federal 
aid an opportunity not only to give 
employment to the unemployed, but 
also to extend library service to 
rural areas. Nine of the original 27 
bookmobiles purchased then, have 
been replaced with newer models, 
but continued under local support. 
Two, overhauled, are still in opera- 
tion, but adequate support was not 
found for six. Georgia now has 45 
bookmobiles and, with the excep- 
tion of the one presented by the 
Georgia Home Demonstration Coun- 
cil, they are owned and operated by 
county and regional (multi-county) 
library systems. 








The _ present library program, 
which is administered through the 
Division of Instructional Materials 
and Library Service of the State 
Department of Education, is direct- 
ed toward providing library ser- 
vices to all citizens of all ages. 
State services include: financial 
help in the provision of school li- 
brary matching funds, county and 
regional public library funds for 
the purchase of materials, and some 
financial assistance toward the sal- 
aries and travel of regional and 
prospective regional librarians. 
They also include a reference and 
loan service; a cataloging service; 
planning, budgeting, and other ad- 
visory services for school and pub- 
lic libraries, trustees and the gov- 
ernment agencies; help in better 
use of instructional materials; and 
in-service education programs for 
librarians. 


In planning and carrying out this 
program, two policies have been 
consistently followed. First, the 
people who are reached by the li- 
brary services have been consulted 
regarding services and policies that 
govern them, and_ second, both 
school and _ public libraries have 
worked closely in meeting the needs 
of all age groups. To this end the 
staff has worked interchangeably 
with school and _ public libraries, 
trustees, and citizens, and encour- 
aged in every way possible ail li- 
brary service, with improvement in 
the old services and establishment 
of new ones. 


State aid for public libraries is 
distributed on the basis of the num- 


ber of state-paid teachers in a coun- 
ty with additional assistance given 
to cooperative programs involving 
two or more counties. In the begin- 
ning of this program, professional 
and lay leaders set up the general 
regulations governing the distribu- 
tion of state funds: (1) that each 
county meeting minimum state 
standards of service should benefit 
from the funds, (2) that no library 
should participate unless its service 
was on a county-wide or regional 
basis, (3) that state money should 
not replace local money; therefore, 
local budgets could not be reduced 
and (4) that part of the money 
should be used to stimulate region- 
al (multi-county) service. These 


general principles have been re- 
emphasized by citizen and profes- 
sional groups from time to time. 


Under the Minimum Foundation 
Program for Education, passed by 
the legislature in 1949 and financed 
in 1951, the state was authorized to 
pay the salary of one public librar- 
ian for each county that qualified 
for such personnel. Under the regu- 
lations established, salaries are paid 
to professional personnel represent- 
ing counties participating in re- 
gional library service and to single 
counties whose library programs 
are supported locally to the extent 
that warrants professional person- 
nel. The salaries are paid to the 
school superintendents who, in turn, 
pay the money to the legally estab- 
lished county or regional library 
boards of trustees who are respon- 
sible for employing library person- 
nel. 


Funds for the purchase of the 
bookmobiles have come from a va- 
riety of sources. Several have been 
purchased entirely with public 
funds levied by county and city 
taxing agencies. The majority, how- 
ever, have been bought with mon- 
ies raised through contributions 
from individuals, civic, cultural 
and educational organizations, and 
business and industrial firms. One 
of the four bookmobiles scheduled 
entirely for service to Negroes was 
a gift to the regional library from 
the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, a 
national educational sorority for 
Negro women educators. All library 
systems now operating bookmobiles 
have been encouraged to set up 
bookmobile depreciation funds in 
their regular annual library budgets. 


All of the 33 regional library 
bookmobiles, serving 64 counties, 
and five of the 11 county bookmo- 
biles, serving one county each, are 
operating under the regular super- 
vision of trained librarians. In the 
majority of the regions a trained 
librarian or a college graduate with 
teaching experience is scheduled 
regularly on bookmobile routes. The 


state staff, the local librarians, and 
library trustees are in full agree- 


ment as to the wisdom and advisa- 
bility of this practice. Our only rea- 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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Georgia Bookmobile 


Service 

(Continued from Page 8) 
sons for not using a trained librari- 
an or graduate teacher on every 
route is the lack of funds or the 
lack of available people. 


Two locally employed staff mem- 
bers travel on most trips of book- 
mobiles. The combination driver- 
clerk, in addition to chauffeuring 
duties, checks books in and out, ar- 
ranges book cards, shelves books 
and handles routine duties; the 
bookmobile librarian tells stories, 


talks about books, and advises 
teachers, students and adult patrons 
on the selection and use of library 
materials. These two staff members 
constitute a remarkable team, one 
which must meet people and deal 
with their problems. They give ser- 
vice to rural areas on a_ twelve- 
month basis through visits to coun- 
try stores, schools, filling stations, 
churches, or any convenient place 
for the people of the community. 
Deposits ranging from 50 to several 
hundred volumes are also left at 
these stops with local custodians. 


Visits to all points of service in 
most of the counties and regions 
are made every four to six weeks. 
Posters, newspaper and radio an- 
nouncements keep the public in- 
formed on the time and place for 
bookmobile visits. In most cases the 
bookmobiles come back to the home 
base each night and time is allowed 
in some library systems for re-load- 
ing daily in order to take care of 
the heavy demand for certain types 
of books, such as the easy books for 
primary grades. It is generally felt 
that the schedule should allow for 
the bookmobile staff to be at the 
headquarters at least one day per 
week for re-loading, cleaning and 
the clearing up of records. Time is 
also needed to search for materials 
to meet special requests collected 
on regular bookmobile trips. Mail 
service is used by many of the li- 
braries to meet the “rush requests” 
that cannot wait for the next book- 
mobile visit. 


Your invitation to come to Berea 
stimulated our state and local li- 
brary staffs to take careful stock of 
our own bookmobile service. The 
results of this evaluation will, we 
hope, help you in establishing per- 


tinent guideposts for the develop- 
ment of a sound and on-going pro- 
gram of bookmobile service in Ken- 
tucky. 


The greatest strengths in Georgia 
bookmobile service are to be found 
in: (1) State aid for the purchase of 
library material, (2) state aid for 
the salary and travel of qualified 
library personnel, (3) cooperation 
of many agencies in planning for 
and developing the program, (4) in- 
creasing acceptance by educators 
and others of the importance of 
bookmobile service, (5) community 
stops established on the basis of re- 
quests, and (6) improvement in the 
rural roads. 


In spite of our best efforts at 
both the local and state level, there 
have been a number of outstanding 
weaknesses in the development of 
bookmobile service in Georgia. No- 
table among these are: (1) Trying 
to cover too much ground before 
we secured adequate funds, book 
stock, and staff; (2) lack of profes- 
sionally minded and _ professionally 
trained staff members, (3) neglect 
of adult service by ready accept- 
ance of school-children as captive 
audience. 


The old saying that one’s hind- 
sight is better than one’s foresight 
is truly applicable to most of us 
who have been connected actively 
with the development of bookmo- 
bile service in Georgia. There are 
some do’s and don’ts that we have 
set up for ourselves. Whenever pos- 
sible, we shall in the future try to 
keep our eyes on these warnings 
and these encouraging pointers as 
we renew our efforts not to let Ken- 
tucky get ahead of us: 


(1) We shall map out a well-plan- 
ned publicity and public relations 
program to be used before and aft- 
er the bookmobile service is initiat- 
ed in any regional or county li- 
brary, and I hasten to say that we 
hope for more regional than county 
libraries. 


(2) We won’t promise more than 
we can deliver. Experience has 
proved that it is easier to increase 
the number of stops and the num- 
ber of books to an individual, a li- 
brary or a classroom than it is to 
cut back when you bite off more 
than you can chew. We shall never 
again promise to make _ house-to- 
house stops, except perhaps in very 
sparsely settled areas through 
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which the bookmobile must travel 
in order to get from one communi- 
ty or school to another. We shall 
never again promise any club group 
that the bookmobile will be present 
at each of its club meetings. 


(3) We shall have a clear-cut un- 
derstanding as to the responsibility 
for financial support of the service 
and also as to the relative authori- 
ty of the library and of the official 
bodies giving this support. 


(4) We shall try to have at least 
a minimum budget from the taxing 
agencies before service is begun, re- 
membering that “a bird in the hand 
is worth two in the bush.” 


(5) We shall do a great deal of 
pre-planning with school adminis- 
trators, teachers, school librarians, 
and community librarians and citi- 
zens before routes to school or com- 
munities are begun. 


(6) The bookmobile routes will be 
carefully charted and tried out be- 
fore service actually begins. We 
shall try to avoid too exhausting a 
route for any one day. 

(7) We shall help library trustees 
to understand what personal and 
professional qualifications and edu- 
cational background and _ training 
are needed by the bookmobile staff. 
No librarian works harder and en- 
joys it more than a _ bookmobile 
staff member who loves (not just 
likes) and understands all kinds of 
people, who has read and is pres- 
ently reading lots of books, and who 
takes genuine delight in seeing that 
the right book gets into the right 
hands at the right time. And most 
essential are a happy, optimistic 
and enthusiastic outlook on life, a 
good mind, healthy body and buoy- 
ant spirit. It rains, it snows, the 
thermostat goes up or the tires go 
down, but the schedule must be 
met. The warmth of the greeting 
and the piece of ice cold water- 
melon or steaming hot coffee, as the 
day demands, along with the sin- 
cere thanks for the book that is 
“just what I wanted or needed”, 
makes one want to keep the book- 
mobile wheels rolling on scheduled 
time. 


Lucille Nix 
Chief Library Consultant 
Georgia State Dept. of Education 
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Notice To Members 

This letter was sent to the follow- 
ing commissioners (executors of the 
new state biennial appropriation) 
with the hope that they will make 
use of the help and advice of our 
Association in allotting state money 
for bookmobile and general library 
service: 


Frances Jane Porter, Head, 

Library Extension Department 
Atty. General J. B. Buckman, Jr. 
Mr. George T. Stewart, 


Commissioner of Finance 


My dear Mr. 


As President of Kentucky Li- 
brary Association I want to offer 
you our warmest wishes and coop- 
eration in your job as executor of 
the funds appropriated for State aid 
to libraries and to bookmobile ser- 
vice. The Kentucky legislators are 
to be congratulated on their wise 
choice of executors. We do indeed 


feel that the gigantic task of library 
service extension and of establish- 
ing a sound bookmobile service is 
one that will require a tremendous 
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amount of study, effort, and care; 
thus we are. glad that the job has 
been entrusted in part to you. 

As you know, we librarians are 
all deeply interested in and com- 
mitted to this project, whose suc- 
cess is so very important to all Ken- 
tucky citizens. Therefore I feel that 
you will not think me unduly offi- 
cious when I express my hopes and 
the hopes of many of my col- 
leagues for some provision, if pos- 
sible, for libraries or library sta- 
tions in those regions where there 
is no library at present. We also 
hope that existing libraries may be 
strengthened in order that they may 
be better equipped to back up the 
supplementary bookmobile service. 
This is a large order for your small 
appropriation, but we know you 
want to start in the right direction. 


Since our organization is trying 
to sell all Kentucky citizens on the 
importance of a good, sound set-up 
for public library and bookmobile 
service, we hope that you will let 
us try to help if the need should 
arise. We should certainly do the 
best that is possible for us. 


Most sincerely, 
Margaret Willis, President 


Kentucky Library Association 








519 Zane Street 








Compliments 


THE 
LOUISVILLE NEWS COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 





Louisville, Kentucky 

















K.L.A. To Sponsor 
Dinner Meetin 


The special librarians section of 
K.L.A. will sponsor a spring dinner 
meeting at the Elks Club, 212 W. 
Broadway, in Louisville on Friday, 
May 21 at 6:30 p.m. This day has 
been designated as “Louisville Day” 
for the Science-Technology and 
Newspaper Divisions of the Special 
Libraries Association. They will 
come to Louisville from their na- 
tional convention in Cincinnati, 
which more than 75 special librari- 
ans from all parts of the United 
States and Canada will attend. Joe 
Creason, Courier-Journal feature 
writer will speak about “Special 
Libraries in Kentucky and How I 
Use Them.” On Friday afternoon 
the librarians will visit the Rey- 
nolds Metals Company and the 
Courier-Journal libraries. Many lo- 
cal and national industries are con- 
tributing interesting items for allin 
attendance. Reservations for the 
dinner may be made by writing to 
Marian Veath, Librarian, Reynolds 
Metals Company, 2500 S. Third St., 
Louisville. Dinner will cost $2.00, 
payable at the door. Those wishing 
to stay over in Louisville will visit 
the Louisville Free Public Library 
Saturday morning and can attend 
the Oxmoor Steeplechase during 
the afternoon. This is the first time 


so many librarians from other states 
have visited Kentucky. K.L.A. is 


honored in sponsoring this meeting 
in their behalf. Let’s all be there. 





Certification Of 
Librarians 

(Continued from Page 7) 
but who, because of unusual ed- 
ucational background or experience 
may be capable of doing profession- 
al library work. 

The revised manual of rules and 
regulations of the Certification 
Board was about ready for printing 
last year, but the work has been 
delayed pending additions regard- 
ing the training of the driver-lib- 
rarians of bookmobiles. The print- 
ing date is now indefinate. 

In the September 20, 1952 - Nov- 
ember 12, 1953 period 24 certificates 
were issued with 8 renewals: Life 
6, Grade A 6, Grade B 6 and 1 re- 
newal; Grade C 3 and 1 renewal, 
Temporary 3 and 6 renewals. 


Margie Helm, Chairman 
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Colle ge and 


Reference Section 


The College and Reference Sec- 
tion of the Kentucky Library As- 
sociation met at Boone Tavern on 
Saturday, November 14, 1953 at 
7:30 A. M. There were 33 present 
and Miss Ione Chapman acted as 
chairman since the chairman el- 
ected in 1952 had left the state. 

After a delightful breakfast, Dr. 
Hensley C. Woodbridge, Librarian, 
Murray State College, read a very 
informative and interesting paper 
on Foreign Language Collections 
in the College Library. It was sug- 
gested that the paper be published 
so that all librarians might have an 
opportunity to read it. 

The minutes of the section meet- 
ing in 1952 were read and approved. 
The first item of business concerned 
the Bibliography of Theses which 
the section has been trying to have 
published. Dr. Lawrence S. Thomp- 
son made and Dr. E. Judson Hume- 
ston seconded the following mo- 
tion: “A quinquennial supplement 
of the Bibliography of the Theses 
accepted by Kentucky colleges and 
universities be compiled by the 
K.L.A. College and Reference Sec- 
tion and submitted for publication 
in the Register of the Kentucky 
Historical Society.” The motion car- 
ried. 

Miss Evelyn Schneider, Universi- 
ty of Louisville, said that she was 
asked to represent Kentucky Col- 
lege and University Librarians in 
the A.C.R.L. She urged all college 
and university librarians to desig- 
nate membership in A.C.R.L. when 
joining A.L.A. Chapter membership 
in this organization was discussed, 
but was discouraged and no action 
was taken. 

Dr. Thompson urged all librarians 
to report any personnel changes and 
other library news to library mag- 
azines. 

The nominating committee con- 
sisting of Anne Cohron, Sarah Ty- 
ler, and Edna Grauman, submitted 
the following nominations: Miss Sa- 
rah Tyler, Western State — Chair- 
man; Miss Cleo Stamper, Eastern 
Teachers — Secretary-Treasurer. 
Miss Grauman moved the adoption 
of the report with a second by Dr. 
Thompson and the motion had a 
unanimous vote. 

Miss Tyler expressed her desire 
for cooperation of the members and 





there being no further business, she 

adjourned the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tommie M. Marshall (Mrs.R.L.) 
Secretary-Treasurer, 1952-53 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
September 27, 1952 





Balance - - - ~- $59.53 
Less stamps - - - 48 
November 14, 1953 
Balance - - - = $59.08 
Dues, 1953-54 -  - - 8.25 
November 17, 1953 
Balance - - - = $67.33 
Tommie M. Marshall 
Treasurer 
Junior 


Members Section 


The Junior Members Section of 
KLA met on Friday, November 13, 
1953 in the Reference Department 
of the Berea College Library. Miss 
E.cilie Varden Smith presided as 
the chairman in the absence of Mr. 
Nat Whitten who has left the state. 

The minutes of the _ previous 
meeting were read and approved. 
The following slate of the nominat- 
ing Committee for officers for 1953- 
4 was presented: Miss Betty Harris 
Fraysure for Chairman; Miss Linda 
Stephens for Secretary. It was 


moved and seconded that the sec- 
retary cast one ballot for the slate 
as presented. 


It was announced by Miss Smith 
that the Junior Members would 
continue to distribute copies of the 
Directory of Kentucky Librarians. 
Mr. Roscoe Pierson was appointed 
to handle this distribution. 

A panel discussion was held on 
the subject of “The Librarian Looks 
at the Library School’. The follow- 
ing people participated in the dis- 
cussion: Miss Marjorie Akers, As- 
sistant Cataloger at the University 
of Kentucky Library; Miss Sally 
Hill, a student in the Department 
of Library Science, University of 
Kentucky; Dr. E. J. Humeston, Jr., 
Head, Department of Library 
Science, University of Kentucky, 
and Miss Ruby Trower, Librarian, 
Lafayette High School, Lexington. 
Mr. James Graves, Librarian at the 
U. S. Public Health Service Hosp- 
ital at Lexington acted as moder- 
ator. Each member of the panel 
presented his view on the future 
service which the library school 
might offer its students. 


The meeting was 
Respectfully submitted, 


Mildred Allen Moore 
Secretary Pro-tem. 


adjourned. 











CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDING 


accomplished by craftsmen who are thoroughly 
trained to produce quality binding. 


Specializing in rebinding, books.and binding magazines 


We take pride in our work and invite 
you to try us for better bindings 


MEMBER 
LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 


Contact us and our representative 
will call on you. 


GEO. A. FLOHR CO. 


809 Walnut Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
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S pecial Librarians 


Of Kentucky 


The Special Librarians of Ken- 
tucky met in the Science Room of 
the Berea College Library, Novem- 
ber 13. Mrs. Marian Veath, Rey- 
nolds Metals Co., presided in the 
absence of Miss Blake Beam. The 
minutes of the last meeting were 
read by the Secretary Protem, Mrs. 
Penny Meeks, Reynolds Metals Co., 
in the absence of acting secretary 
Miss Laura Kersey. 

Mrs. Veath gave a talk on “The 
Purpose of a Special Library Sec- 
tion”. The meeting was then open 
for discussion by the members. Dr. 
Lawrence Thompson, University of 
Kentucky Library, opened the dis- 
cussion period by presenting his 
ideas as to why we should work on 
a special section of K.L.A. Dr. 
Thompson suggested that a listing 
of special librarians be published in 
the K.L.A. Bulletin. It was also sug- 
gested by Dr. Thompson that K.L.A. 
board be approached to select a 
speaker for next year’s convention 
which would be of special interest 
to the special librarians. 


Sister Louise Rabold, SS Mary & 
Elizabeth Hospital, Louisville, Ky., 
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offered her assistance in furnishing 
a listing of Kentucky hospitals that 
could be contacted for membership 
in the special libraries section. 

Officers for the coming year will 
constitute the planning and be re- 
sponsible for distribution of infor- 
mation to members. It was decided 
that an additional meeting for the 
section will be held in the spring, 
in Louisville, to be coordinated 
with the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion Convention in Cincinnati and 
their tour of the Reynolds Metals 
Co. and the Louisville Courier 
Journal & Times. 

Mrs. Veath and Mrs. Meeks dis- 
tributed a listing of services and 
available materials in an effort to 
acquaint special librarians of Ken- 
tucky with each other’s materials. 

Officers for the coming year were 
nominated and elected as follows: 
President, Mrs. Marian Veath; Vice- 
president, Mr. Ralph Shoemaker, 
Louisville Courier Journal & Times; 
and Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Jew- 
ell Rau, College of Pharmacy Li- 
brary, University of Kentucky, 
Louisville, Ky. The meeting was ad- 
journed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Penny Meeks, 
Secretary Protem 


Ky. Association Of 
School Librarians 


The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Miss Carolyn 
Whitenack, who mentioned the un- 
usually large attendance. Follow- 
ing the introduction of officers, the 
vice-president, Mrs. Doris Hower- 
ton, introduced Miss Whitenack as 
the newly appointed Director of 
School Libraries and Teaching Ma- 
terials for Indiana. Miss White- 
nack’s new duties were to begin 
November 14, 1953. 


The minutes were read, corrected 
and approved. The treasurer re- 
ported a total of $83.39 in the treas- 
ury and 77 paid members. An 
amendment to the constitution was 
passed which makes the office of 
vice-president also that of presi- 
dent-elect. Fayette County librari- 
ans will be responsible for the first 
KASL news-letter. President White- 
nack asked all school librarians to 
write the H. W. Wilson Company 
asking that they consider prepara- 
tion of a school librarians’ edition 
of the Standard Catalogue and 
Children’s Catalogue to offset the 
drastic change that has been made 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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Ky. Association Of 


School Librarians 

(Continued from Page 12) 
in the Dewey Classification System. 
Other reports were given by the 
Membership Committee, and those 
for decorations, hostesses and nomi- 
nations. 


There was discussion regarding a 
continuous committee on Kentucky 
materials to prepare a supplement 
to the 1949 list in the Educational 
Bulletin v. 17 n. 4: Library service 


for Kentucky Schools. Miss Gallo- 
way discussed this committee, and 
its necessity. Dues are payable at 
the spring meeting, to be held Fri- 
day during K.E.A. in accordance 
with the constitution. Miss Lillian 
Leighmon’s letter was read, urging 
school librarians to send articles to 
the K. E. A. Journal. Two appoint- 
ments were made: Miss Ann Under- 
wood, Owensboro, and Miss Easther 
Mason, Southern Jr. High School, 
Louisville, who are to attend exec- 
utive board meetings since the pres- 
ident is leaving. 


The business meeting was ad- 
journed, and the members moved 
to a larger room where two forums 
were presented. “Improving the 
teaching of library lessons” was 
discussed by Ruby Trower, Lafay- 
ette High School, Fayette County 
School; Ruth Bently, Bush High 
School, Lida; Ella Warren, Manly 
Jr. High School, Louisville; Zelma 
Longworthy, Highland Jr. High 
School, Louisville, was chairman. 
Miss Eleanor Simmons, Fern Creek 
Graded School was chairman of the 
second forum: “Book selection and 
new books’. Discussants were: Lu- 
cille Burbank, Southern Jr. High 
School, Louisville; Margaret Walk- 
er, Shawnee High School, Louis- 
ville, and Edna Edwards, Kenwick 
Elementary School, Fayette Coun- 
ty. Mrs. Irene Gullette from A.L.A. 
and contributor to Top of the News, 
discussed her work in connection 
with book reviewing. 


Dr. Robert L. Mills, Bureau of 
Administration and Finance, State 
Department of Education spoke on 
“The place of school libraries in the 
overall financial structure of public 
education in Kentucky.” He urged 
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school librarians to appoint repre- 
sentatives to discuss, with those 
who are engaged in writing the 
Minimum Foundation Program for 
Education in Kentucky, the part 
that libraries are given in the pro- 
gram. 

The meeting was adjourned by 
the president. 


NOVEMBER 14, 1953 


The KASL luncheon was held at 
Boone Tavern, with Mrs. Doris 
Howerton presiding. Miss Edna 
Ritchie sent a telegram stating she 
was unable to take part in the pro- 
gram due to illness. 


The special guest and speaker 
was Mr. Richard Chase, noted au- 
thor and authority on folklore. His 
subject was “Our Heritage of An- 
glo-American culture.” Besides tell- 
ing some of his folktales, he led 
the group in singing some of his 
best known folk songs. 

At the conclusion of the program, 
Mrs. Howerton, the new president, 
adjourned the meeting. 


Respectfuly submitted, 
Nella Bailey, Secretary 











service, is equipped to serve you well ! 


333 East Ontario Street 


BOOKS ... and SERVICE 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
Our staff is skilled 
in handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage and the opportunity to serve you. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


“Since 1844” 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 


Chicago 11, Illinois 




















1954 ALA Meetings 


Dr. Ralph R. Shaw reported no 
relief for considering typewritten 
theses as books for mailing pur- 
poses. 


The third edition of Who’s Who 
in Library Service is now being 
compiled at the School of Library 
Service, Columbia University. Pub- 
lication will be in early 1955, at 
$6.00. 

Federal Services to Librarians by 
Phillips Temple, Georgetown Uni- 
versity, Riggs Memorial Library, 
will be published in April or May. 


Ruth Harshaw explained the pre- 
sent status of the NBC radio pro- 
gram Carnival of Books, which was 


removed from the national network 
in January. Tape recordings can be 
obtained, however, and cities are 
continuing the program in this way. 


The List of Notable Books of 
1953 was: presented. Copies may be 
purchased from Library Products, 
Inc., Sturgis, Michigan. The list ap- 
pears in the March ALA Bulletin. 


Current federal legislation of in- 
terest to librarians: Library Ser- 
vices Bill and the work of the Fed- 
eral Inter-government Relations 
Committee, in relation to federal 
aid; HR 5180, on exemptions from 
federal income taxation of all re- 
tirement income up to $1500; the 
survey of postal structure and rate 


scales HR 7185, the American Na- 
tional War Memorial Arts Bill; SB 
2763, Oil for Education Bill; Na- 
tional Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation; White House Conference on 
Education; and a proposal of the 
Joint Committee on Printing. 


The Public Documents Commit- 
tee was authorized to appeal to in- 
stitutions of higher learning in se- 
lected states to work on checklists 
of state documents in their areas. 


A Workshop for experienced li- 
brarians on the subject of The Pub- 
lic Library and Adult Education 
will be held at Western Reserve 
University School of Library Sci- 
ence under the leadership of Fern 
Long, Cleveland Public Library, 
during the weeks of July 12-30. 


Study awards have been granted 
to twelve librarians by the Fund 
for Adult Education, Study Grant 
Program. Similar awards will be 
available next year and the dead- 
line for applications will probably 
be October 1, 1954. The Fund needs 
to have more information on the li- 
braries to which grantees could 
profitably go for training. 

The University of Chiago Gradu- 
ate Library School Conference will 
be held June 14-18, on “The Func- 
tion of the Library in the Modern 
College.” 





KLA archives are deposited in 
Frankfort with the Division of Li- 
brary Extension. Chairman pleuse 
note, and forward your committee 


materials to Miss Porter. 
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Kentucky Library 
Legislation 


S B 138 — Makes the Kentucky 
Historical Society an independent 
state agency within the meaning of 
Ch. 12 of KRS. 


S B 139 — Amends KRS 171.130 
by making the Library Extension 
Division of the Department of Li- 
brary and Archives an independent 
state agency. Amends KRS 171.202 
to conform with the provision that 
the Library Extension Division is 
an independent agency. Amends 
KRS 171.240 by creating in the Li- 
brary Extension Division a State 
Board for the Certification of Li- 
brarians. 


S B 140 — Abolishes the Depart- 
ment of Library and Archives and 
the Legislative and Law Library, 
creates a State Law Library under 
the control of a board of trustees 
composed of the judges of the 
Court of Appeals and the Attorney 
General and provides for the distri- 
bution of books, Acts and Journals 
to appropriate agencies. 


From Ky. Legislative Research 


Commission. Information Bulle- 
tin, no. 11, 1954. 


The next K.L.A. 
Bulletin will carry further informa- 
tion and discussion of the legisla- 


issue of the 


tion. 











“Bound to Please” 


x Quality Bindings of Distinction 

xy Scheduled pickup and delivery service 
yx Complete, efficient facilities for all types of library bindings 
3% Bonafide four week delivery to all our customers 


yx Let us demonstrate what Heckman’s Personalized Service 
can accomplish for your library 


THE HECKMAN BINDERY. INC. 


North Manchester, Indiana 


A CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY 
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Bookmobiles On The 
Missouri Landscape 


Fully modernized bookmobile ser- 
vice, equipped and staffed as de- 
scribed above, is a good example of 
the new professional approach to 
library service. Early library ser- 
vice in America consisted primarily 
of a collection of books housed in 
as magnificent a building as each 
city could afford, and service was 
rendered only to those who were 
able to come to the building. Con- 
sequently some citizens received 
service, but thousands and millions 
more, particularly in rural areas, 
were left without it. Then big cities 
themselves grew until city library 
branches were beyond convenient 
reach of many. Some city dwellers 
as well as rural inhabitants, accord- 
ingly, are now being given service 
attention through modern transpor- 
tation methods. This is cheaper 
than through the use of branch 
buildings. When the bookmobile 
service plan is in operation, no for- 
midable portion of total costs is 
lodged in capital building invest- 
ments. 

Since permanent bookmobile ser- 
vice usually is established locally, 
following the State library demon- 
stration, it is given by the State Li- 
brary for a very important, long- 
range effect. Past experience and 
study of the areas yet lacking ser- 
vice have revealed that adequate 
service can be supplied only with 
income from two or more counties 
working together, under one service 
plan and organization. The income 
from the tax on one county alone 
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is not enough. The state servicé is 
on a three-county basis—one book- 


‘mobile for three counties. When the 


local people and authorities see by 
the State Library’s demonstration 
program that neighboring counties 
can work together, and that dupli- 
cate overhead expenses can be 
eliminated, they are convinced that 
the objectives gained are worth 
more than “local independence.” 
Proof of this is the growing num- 
ber of regional libraries in Missouri; 
they now number six, embracing a 
total of fifteen counties. 

The greatest and most serious re- 
sponsibility of the State Library to- 
ward the local library is to offer it 
counsel and guidance pertaining to 
its growth and improvement so 
that each individual served receives 
the maximum service for the total 
money spent. Helping the commun- 
ities to help themselves is the 
rightful obligation of the state in 
promoting the general welfare. For 
library service, this effort is ex- 
pressed in convincing local library 
authorities that their greatest op- 
portunity lies in expanding their 
tax base to cover a larger area, 
rather than seeking a remedy by 
increasing taxes on the smaller 
area. Experience has proven, as 
with schools, that the governmental 
area can be too small to reap the 
full value from the income dollar. 
The State Library always must use 
facts and figures to prove this and 
sometimes must demonstrate just 
how it is done. 

Paxton Pate Price 

State Librarian for Missouri 
in State Government, 
January, 1954 


Public Libraries In 
Kentucky Today 


(Library Service Papers: n. 1) 

1. The librarians of Kentucky must 
realize that nothing is to be 
gained and everything can be 
lost through failure to see the 
situation as it is and admit its 
numerous bad features. 

2. Laymen and librarians alike in 
the state must recognize that 
Kentucky’s public library prob- 
lems are not unique. 

3. State standards should be pre- 
pared and adopted. ... 

4. Kentucky’s certification require- 
ments should be revised so that 
certification will constitute evi- 
dence of improvement in per- 
sonnel’ from year to year. 

5. An association of trustees should 
be established, to hold regional 
meetings. 

6. Citizen interest in community 
libraries must be increased and 
recognized as a powerful force 
for the support of libraries. 

7. The membership of the board 
charged with administering state 
aid for libraries should be in- 
creased to include from ten to 
twelve. 

8. The supervisory staff must be 
strengthened so that the Library 
Extension Division can provide 
both more intensive and exten- 
sive assistance. 

9. Thorough investigation of the 
possibilities of contracts between 
small counties to provide a tax 
base on which a community li- 
brary can operate should be un- 
dertaken on a wide scale. 














WEISE-WINCKLER BINDERY, Inc. 


27-29 West Court Street 
Specialists in Periodical and Library Book Bindings 


EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP 


and 


PROMPT SERVICE 


Combine to create an Unexcelled Service 


— INFORMATION AND PRICES ON REQUEST — 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

















Main reading room, library of the Shawnee High 
School, Shawnee, Oklahoma. All furniture, 
including the leather-ba:ked chairs, is Library 
Bureau's famous Natural Birch. Since this attrac- 


tive new library was completed and furnished, 
Principal A. Willard Brokaw reports that “use of 
the library by the students has increased beyond 
all expected possibilities.” 


Buying for less is no saving. 


when the “‘bargain’”’ costs more through the years 


For 75 years Library Bureau has been 
serving America’s libraries with pro- 
ducts built up to a standard — not down 
to a price. 

This means that your LB equipment 
will be both useful and beautiful ten, 
twenty, even fifty years from now. Your 
replacement cost becomes virtually nil. 
It means too that when -you expand, 
your library is in safe hands — for Li- 
brary Bureau can always supply you 
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with furniture that fits perfectly with 
what you already have. 

For complete details on LB quality 
furniture, ask for Catalog LB 403. 
Address 1706 Bardstown Road, Louis- 
ville 5, Kentucky, 146 N. Broadway, 
Lexington, Ky., or 2353 East Division 
Street, Evansville, Indiana. And when 
next you need anything for your library, 
let LB show you the facts for compari- 
son — then you decide. 


Library Bureau—Originator of Specialized Library Equipment 





